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LEGAL AID DEVELOPMENTS
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OCTOBER, 1952

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT,
STOREY, TO ADDRESS LAW STUDENTS TONIGHT

by JIM GAMBLE

SECOND SBA LECTURE PROGRAM

An o p p o r t u n i t y has
been afforded the SBA to
present to the Legal Aid
Committee of the Washtenaw County Bar Association the case for the
establishment of a legal
aid office in W ashtenaw
County.
At a recent meeting
with representatives of
the SBA, Mr. J. Don Lawrence, chairman of t h e
County B a r committee,
outlined a plan that is
quite similar to that which
has been advocated by
the SBA. This plan calls
for the setting up of a
legal aid office to which
the people of the community could come for
free legal aid if they qualified as indigent clients,
or to be referred to a
lawyer who would handle
the case on a contingent
fee or reduced fee basis.
Under this plan an opportunity would be given
to second and third year
law students to participate in preliminary interviewing of the clients, to
do research on the facts
of the case and some of
the points of law involved,
and to follow a practicing
attorney through the subsequent steps of preparing the case for trial or
re:aching a settlement.
Mr. Lawrence has asked the SBA to prepare the
details of this program
and the necessary facts
to demonstrate the desirability and feasibility of a
legal aid clinic in this
COUFJ.ty.

At 7:30 tonight, Mr. Robert G. Storey, new President of the American Bar Association and Dean of
Southern Methodist Law School, will speak before an
overflow audience in Room 100, Hutchins Hall. The
address is being sponsored by the Student Bar Association, and there is no admission charge.
It has been several years since the Law School
was last honored by the visit of an American Bar
Association president. We are particularly fortunate
to receive a visit from Mr. Storey, for he has a colorful and interesting background.
Shortly after having served as an artillery lieutenant in World War I, Mr. Storey was appointed
Assistant Attorney General of Texas in charge of sR. BAR coMMISSIONER, roo
Criminal A p p e a l s. He FRESHMAN ELECTIONS
held the post for two years
Officers of the freshman
and then opened practice class will be chosen at a
in Dallas, where he soon special election on Monearned a reputation as a day, November 3rd. The
topnotch corporation law- freshman officers to be
yer. In 1934, he served as elected include: President,
President of the Dallas Vice-President, and SecBar Association, later ( 19- retary-Treasurer. In addi48-49) serving as Presi- tion, two representatives
dent of the State Bar of from the freshman class
Texas.
will be elected to the StuOn Dec. 7, 1.951," Presi- dent Bar Association.
dent Storey wcis l:n -bombThe members of t h e
riddled England as Chair- Senior class will also selman of the ABA's Civil ect a new Student Bar
Defense Committee. Re- Commisioner. The office
turning to this country, he is presently held by Dick
joined the Army Air Force, Rohr. However, since his
became a combat intelli- election last spring, he
gence officer and soon has been chosen as ediheld the rank of Colonel. tor of the Michigan Law
He flew on many secret Review, and by virtue of
missions over enemy ter- this office is entitled to an
ritory and spent consider- ex officio position on the
able time in the Balkans, Board. Therefore, he is
then occupied by the Rus- resigning his position as
sians, where he collected Senior Bar Commissioner
material on Balkan war to permit the selection of
criminals.
another man.
The Freshman Bar ComIn 1945, he was asked
to help gather evidence missioners will take their
against top Nazis and ul- place on the Board as
timately found himself at soon as elected, and will
t h e historic Nuremburg be expected to aid in the
(continued on page 2)

(continued on page 3)

Page 2
A.B.A. PRESIDENT-

Res Gestae

October, 1952

DeVINE SEEKS COUNTY PROSECUTOR'S POST

(continued from page 1)

trials as Executive trial
Counsel. For this work he
earned the French Legion
of Honor as well as the
U. S. Medal of Freedom.
Long active in A B A
affairs, Mr. Storey h a s
served as Chairman of
the Committee on Veterans Affairs, Assembly
Delegate, and member of
the Board of Governors.
He has been official delegate to several meetings
of the Inter-American and
International Bar Associations and also was a
member of the Council of
the Survey of the Legal
Profession.
ALSA Convention Report
LOCAL SBA TO PROPOSE RESOLUTION

The American Law Student Association, of which
the SBA is a member, is
the national organization
of law school student
groups, and is sponsored
by the American Bar Association as part of its
Law Student Program. Although it was organized
only three years ago, its
membership now consists
of the student organizations from 103 of the nation's 130 approved law
schools.
An important feature of
its work is to serve as a
medium through which
groups may obtain ideas
and solutions to their
problems from the other
m e m b e r organizations.
One of the most effective
means of fulfilling this
function is the annual national convention, held in
conjunction with that of
the American Bar Association. This year it was
held in San Francisco,
from September 12 to 16.
In the opinion of the
Michigan delegation the
convention was extremely worthwhile and was
highly successful in ful(continued on page 3)

On November 4th, the
citizens of W ashtenaw
County, along with millions of others throughout
the country, will go to the
polls. One of the offices
for which they will be
asked to select a man is
that of County Prosecutor.
One of the candidates for
this office is well known
to the students of the law
school. He is, of course,
Edmond DeVine, Lecturer
in Criminal Law, at the
Law School. Mr. De Vine
was nominated as the Republican candidate f o r
County Prosecutor in a
hard fought primary last
August in which he decisively de f e at e d his
three opponents.
Mr. DeVine's home is
Ann Arbor. He did his undergraduate work at the
University of Michigan
and graduated from the
University Law School in
1940. The following year
he received a master's
degree in law at Catholic
University in Washington,
D.C. After that, he entered
the FBI, and was sent to
the west coast area as a
special agent. He remain8d with the FBI until 1943
vvhen he left to enter the
Navy. He served in the
Navy from 1943 to 1946.
He was trained in Air
Combat Intelligence and
assigned to the U.S.S.
Cabot, a carrier operating
in the Pacific. He was later transferred to the Atlantic and served aboard
the U.S.S. Kearsarge. During this period he attained
the rank of Lieutenant j.g.
After the war ended Mr.
DeVine returned to Ann
Arbor where he took the
position of Chief Assistant
County Prosecutor in 1947,
the job which he currently holds. He joined the
faculty of the Law School
in 1949 as a lecturer in
criminal law.

Although, in performing
the duties of Chief Assistant Prosecutor for the past
five years, Mr. De Vine has
participated in many interesting cases. He said
that one of the most interesting, and perhaps, the
one with the most gratfying results occurred just
last summer. This case involved the murder of an
inmate at the State Prison
honor farm by two of his
fellow inmates. The victim
had b e e n stabbed to
death and the body then
wired into a septic tank
to prevent discovery.
When the corpse was finally found identification
was almost impossible.
However, identification
was made by the fingerprint from the one finger
that had not been destroyed. Then with the information supplied by another inmate, the killers
were confronted with the
evidence and confessed.
The time between the discovery of the body and
the arrest of the killers
was 48 hours. The two
men were convicted of
murder in the first degree
and are now serving life
sentences. DeVine said
that, although this was
one of the most grisly
cases that he has worked
on, the speed with which
the murderers were apprehended was very gratifying.
Mr. DeVine said that
the campaign for nomination in the primary was
particularly d i f f i c u l t.
There were f o u r men
seeking the nomination,
and since it was an intra
party fight, the party organization could support
no one individual. However, since the primary
his campaign has consisted mainly of speaking
engagements throughout
(continued on page 4)
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DAWSON IN NATIONAL POLITICAL SPOTLIGHT

(continued from page 1)

by

program which has been
set up by the Board for
this year. In addition, the
Freshman c l a s s officers
will be expected to aid
the Board in its program.
This is being inaugurated
this year in order to prevent the burden of the
work from falling too
heavily on any one individual.
The balloting will be
conducted in Hutchins
Hall between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Freshmen will vote for all
Freshman officers. Seniors will select only one
Bar Commissioner.

GRANGER COOK, Jr.

ALSA CONVENTION(continued from page 2)

filling its purpose. However, it was felt that the
practice of holding the
election of the national
officers on the final day
of the convention tended
to be detrimental in that
it fostered an undercurrent of politicking that
prevailed throughout the
plenary sessions and the
panel discussions t h a t
preceded the election. Accordingly, the Board of
S t u d e n t Commissioners
of the SBA made the recommendation to the national director and the national officers of the ALSA
that the procedure be
changed so that the election shall be the first order of business at the
convention.

RES GESTAE
Edited by the students of the University of Michigan Law School under the sponsorship of the Student
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ED KAHN, Layout
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John P. Dawson, Professor of Law at the University of Michigan, is the current Democratic candidate for Representative of the 2nd Congressional District of Michigan. By virtue of Mr. Dawson's present
political status, he introduced Governor Stevenson
at the public rally at Ypsilanti, October 7, 1952.
His formal education included associations with
the University of Michigan LA & S (AB, l921L Michigan Law SchooL (JD, Order of the CoiL 1924L University of Oxford, England, (Doctor of Philosophy,
1927). While engaged in research at Oxford, Prof.
Dawson concentrated on the development of French
and English Comparative Legal History. Upon the
completion of his studies, he joined the University of
Michigan Faculty in 1927.
While affiliated with the University, Prof. Dawson
has written two volumes: "Cases on Restitutions" and
"Unjust Enrichment/' published in 1938 and 1951 respectively. He has also published numerous articles
in various law reviews. Lord Wright, House of Lords,
has cited the volume of "Unjust Enrichment" as one
of the most comprehensive works in its field today.
During World War II Mr. Dawson served his
country on the legal staff of the OPA in Washington
and the administrative staff of the Foreign Economic
Administration (Middle East Division). The Foreign
Economic Administration, which was closely affiliated
with our military programs, administered "Lend
Lease" and regulated the program of private exports
to the Middle East.
The object of the program was to ensure that
minimum needs of the Middle Eastern countries were
satisfied, so as to prevent unrest behind the Allied
military lines. Mr. Dawson worked in Washington as
chief of the Middle Eastern Division for nearly two
years and was then assigned to Cairo, the FEA operational headquarters for 17 Middle Eastern countries
(Iran, Persea, Palestine, etc.). For the balance of the
war he traveled continually throughout the Middle
East.
In 1946 he returned to the Michigan faculty, but
remained only until the summer of 1947 at which time
he once again entered government service. He returned to the FEA during the period of the Greek
civil war, and was immediately assigned to Athens.
As a member of the Greek civil service, he occupied
the office of Director of Foreign Trade in the Greek
government. He directed a staff of American and
Greek employees, and held a veto over the Greek
Cabinet's foreign trade policies.
Mr. Dawson was restricted to the immediate area
of Athens because of the widespread guerrila attacks.
Yet, on a week-end trip to Argus, located 20 miles
from Athens, he and his family drove through a small
town under the temporary custody of the Communist
Guerrila Army. Several hours later the guerrilas were
routed by the civil troops, but it wasn't until their return trip that the Dawson family became aware of
their fortunate escape.
(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page l)

He stated that the communists concentrated their
guerrila attacks on the poorer classes in an attempt
to make the "peasants" desperate enough to embrace
communism; but on the contrary, the attacks produced an indescribable bitterness and hatred for
communism. The Greek-American program was an
actual necessity, for, according to Mr. Dawson, without American aid, Greece today would be a communist -dominated country.
After a year's leave of absence, he rejoined the
faculty at Michigan and during the following years
became actively interested in politics. In l 950, after
a 15 year membership in the Democratic party, he
was induced to run for Congressional Representative
by a group of Democratic friends and by his personal
desire to assist in "Soapy" Williams' campaign. (Mr.
Dawson was defeated by a margin of 2LOOO votes.)
The new leadership of Governor Williams and others
from all phases of life, entering politics for the first
time, gained control of the old Democratic party. Mr.
Dawson concluded that the State of Michigan "was
exceptionally fortunate in having a group of active
amateurs willing to work hard in politics."
Mr. Dawson recalled as one of his humorous experiences in the 1950 campaign the evening in which
he was engaged in a farm to farm canvass. While
delivering a stimulating speech on the needs of Michigan for Democratic leadership at one of the local
farmhouses, he was quietly informed that he had
crossed the border and was in a small town in Ohio.
While discussing the merits of the Democratic
party, Mr. Dawson remarked, "I am anxious to promote the principles of the Democratic party-in which
I very much believe." He continued, "The democratic
party is a party of progressive reform which will prevent the building up of class conflict. It will give assurance to the people that through government, the
interests of the great bulk of the people will be protected and promoted."
I.n reply to a question of political advice for the
young graduate, Mr. Dawson commented, "The
young graduate should choose one party, join the
party of his choice, and strive to have the party endorse his own policies or ideas; since "effective political work may be only accomplished within the framework of the party system." He then suggested that if
elected, the young graduate must work within the
framework, and must try to influence effectively its
program and personnel. As an explicit example of
how the man can not be divorced from the party, he
mentioned the "capitulation of Eisenhower, a fine
man personally, to the Old Guard Republican Party/'
at the recent Taft-Eisenhower meeting. It is evident
that the young politican should be discriminating in
his choice, for he can only be judged in the context
of his political associations and supporters.
"In short/' Mr. Dawson stated that "everyone, but
particularly lawyers by virtue of their training, should
enter the political arena for at least several years, because of its invaluable personal experience and for
the contribution they can make."

the county. De Vine said
that the work of any candidate is lessened considerably when there is a
party organization behind
him, and this is especially
true of the Republican organization in W ashtenaw
County.
Mr. De Vine also stated
that there is a need for
young lawyers to enter
the political field. He said
that the mud slinging
which seems to be becoming more and more
prevalent in p o l i t i c a l
campaigns should not deter young men from aspiring for public office, for if
it did, government would
be left to the scoundrels.
De Vine said that t h e
need is greatest at the
state and local level. He
said that most people are
familiar with some of the
problems of the national
levet but very few with
those of state or local importance. It is the job of
men in public office to inform the people of the
problems at these levels,
and in this is the best opportunity for those who
are entering the field of
politics.
LAW SCHOOL YEARBOOK

Plans are being made
for a subscription drive
for THE QUAD, the Law
School yearbook to begin
the first week in November. The first volume of
T H E Q U A D was published last year and was
a complete success. The
entire edition of over 350
copies was sold out.
The yearbook included
pictures of all of the seniors, all of the classes, and
of the various activities
which are carried on in
the Law School. The price
for this year's edition will
be $3.50 for non S B A
members and $3.25 for
SBA members.

